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At lnng last season '93 is with us, and the opportunlty to en;;uy
aver twenty weeks exciting baseball lies ahead of us all.

Regretably, Natinnal League bas. had 'to say farewell to Reading

Bulldogs, .but ‘in their place welcomes Bury Saints and Valtham

Forest to. bring the Senior Division up to eight. The Buddies League

- is. now- ~the - Rookie - Division, with - teams from -Basildon, Bury,
-Cambridge,: London (Barnes) -and. Tonbridge entered. Rookie Division
champs will play Senmr Pivision basement boys in an end of seasan
play-off, and resulis and league rules permitting, could: prnmote
' themselves tn the Seniors [for season '94 ~ :

For Lcmdon Warriurs i“ane (loud cheers fram the Linedrive !
editorial and- graphice departmenta), seacon '93 sees the defence of
“the '92° champinnship, ‘which was won in such exciting fashion' at
 Enfield last September, so- before looking at- todays contest, lets

:talce a lcck at the champicmship play-clffs for 199z, .

'-.Wit'h the tap four from the regular S8as0n to cumpete in the

"'.champiunship play—offs, ~things 'could - not --pessibly have - been

tighter.
: an .Won- 1

bndon Varriors: and - Enfield Spartans tied for first spot
I_'ecord and had to .be seperated by the toss of a cuin.

team An- Vell Birm.ngham Devils and Crnydcm “Blue Ja}rs were
‘tied. fo" ,
: _through tn meet Enﬂeld

: _Warrmrs, having been awarded second spat by the fall of a coin,

found = themselves havmg to play third placed Cambridge Knights, a
side :who - had shown quite an improvement aiter the mid-season
'.sessicm with -American coaching, having dished out Eunfleld's first
. league ‘defeat of the season in late. July, and then beating Varriors
. &7 shortly after. -




"':.-replb" by the Knights, only for . - London's three rum lead te be
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. A strong first imning start by t]ie Varriors Br'aught oRe run i'n:_ i
' 'f-'.-re:.tored in the bottom of the third, . S

. The middle 1nnings were very tight with neither side prepared to S
' ‘give an inch, and it was with the break of this deadlock in ‘the
bottom of the seventh that Varriors began to sense that the finals .,
. .were in their reach, with two further runs in the e1ghth finally--_ i

':;_-'settlmg the outcome. . - L -,
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'_:'Earlier;' in the season, Spartans had put a- 'crlim'p in Warriafs style

RE
by beating them 10-0.in the league. DesPi'te the fact that both ":
;- sides had been at the - top of the 1eague all -seasonj this first. !
. championship game was surprisingly cme—s:.ded wrth the box score *}
'-_':__.speaking fcr itself - no cmntest | o __ 5 Lo e
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- _’..:_Nerve wraoking stuff this at Enfield's King George V Playing Fields
' hbme. Watrriors early three run lead had been eliminated, and coming |
“into’ the ninth, they found themselves 4-3 down. A game saving

':-j_triple by Darrin Vard, followed by RBI's for Julian Dcldwell and :
"Justm Bmwn put Varriors in‘to -2 ‘one, run lead. : : S
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; _'Then a nlghtmarish start ta the bnttnm of the . ninth’ as: Enﬁeld S
. Gary Bedingfield hit. a mighty shot off to the left .field boundary.
- The - pursueing. Varriors  fielder, . Gliver Heidecker, put both arms
" into-the air, and the fans by the London dugout groaned, presuming
a hame run, when, in’ fact it was a gruund rule dnuble '

'Vmcente Hartmez pl‘tchlng, then had a spell of two-out trouble,
and with Bedmgfield din a scorlng positian, the - temsion was
: unbearable. Finally the third out came, Harry Atwood collecting the
.. ball and thrawing to Darrm Vard at :first far the out and the
' champianship C : : _ o _
" LW

: Reeults for 't:he last two seascms run as follows (London's score
first) - ' ' R o

e W 1993 1982 L
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SR e s T Y (Champlnnship playuff)

: athcambridge _;.j;_'13%6 10-4 3

' Previous scores” read 7~ 1 in. ycndcn'w-favmr, -but that 8-‘? v1ctcnry

-for <the Knlghts is. a much more appropriate measure of the two
sides " merits, and. ‘tudays gncounter should be a close one. The
o Wariiorn ruster is shown on the -inside. fron"‘. """\'_ﬂ“"' u:le Enignts
roster is as folluws Wl’th 1992 stats where available :—: - .

a " . BA ABR H 2B'SB_:HR'RBI SB
... 3 Beb Hilla (GB) = Utility. : 0.120 25 2 3 e 14

% Phil Doncaster (GB) - Outfield 0.228 79 16 18 —— - == 9 7
9 Neil Borley (GB) - Infield =~ 0.324 74 15 24 5 T2 == 14 20
10 Mathew Gilbert (GB) - Pitcher 0.302 96 2029 4 -- —- 4 16

19 Luke Martino (GB)Y - Utility : y
21 Tadd Bollinger (USA) - Catcher 0,400 40 16 16 5 1 2 11 3

.22 Gary Liston (GB) --Utility * 0.371 62 20238 3 .1 - 1 13

27 Lenny Cappellan (USA) - Util 0,439 66 22 20 10 — —- 22 3
44 Blair Sharleville (USAY - Infd 0.389 95 33 37. 7.6 3 23 18
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~ Sergilo Esplnosa (US&) Pltoner, Rob McGuire (USA) :
ty, Jose Barajas (MEX) - Inf:l.eld Richle Lewis (UsSd) - Pltoher‘ .
: ' (Stats and rasi:er cuurf:esy a.f Tom Sims)

UATIONAL LEAGUETGDAY . 25/4/03

mgham Devils v Waltham Furest . i -Cambridge v Londan' .

on Blue Jays v Bury Saints '_- <. Tonbridge v Basildon -

fleld Spartans v Bssex Eagles - . .0 . ——
on on VWarriors Cambmdge Knights . .

-~ Basildon. v Bury
... Tonbridge v Cambridge

11, hcpefully you have enjayed this issue' c:f ';Linedrive L it's
lways & pleasure for ‘Réx -and . myself “toput’ “together. If you wcu‘d'_.
lr.e ‘copies on a regular ba51s, “then- please .contact. us as below, All’
. baseball news, stats;:' stories let'ters “are. gra.tefully
eived, and even if they. )

DRIVE !. edited - b_y Pnit Rass, p at rs 'Tbanescmft' : .S’elbarne'__.
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